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This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing 
series designed to make information on relevant dissertations 
available to users of the ERIC system. Monthly issues of Dissertation 
Abstracts International are reviewed in order to compile abstracts of 
dissertations on related topics, which thus become accessible in 
searches of the ERIC d, ~>ase. Ordering information for dissertations 
themselves is included ;he end of the bibliography. 
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THE INFLUENCE OF BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE ON NON- 
NATIVE STUDENTS' MEMORY FOR READING PASSAGES 

Order No. DA8507427 
Aeon, Heun, Eo.D. Rutgers University The State U. 0/ New Jersey 
(New Brunswick),^. 79pp. Chairperson: M*ninKling 

n i^^^J^^ ***** to in ^«tiatte (1) the mm*** 
or back ground knowledge on memory for expository text of 
immunity codec* freshmen who ire non-native speakers of English 
and W specific acculturation factors which might affect the 
aoquWtion of such background knowledge. Previous research 
suggeeled that background knowledge would signrflcsntly affect 
wmocy for text However, most studies had used narrative proee 

^SXX^Jl !? • x * tfin * nt reeearch also 

**tce*%6 that acculturation factor* such as the amount of social 
Manee that non-natives perceived between themoerves art their 
coimjrymen would roerttvery effect second language proficiency and 
*uea*ect mastery at acquiring background knowledge. 

Procedure. Thirty-one native speakers of English and thirty-one 
™f^K**ke*<*Er*^w*%sM\Qrecel\ all they could of 
two reading passages from the New Jersey College Besic Skills 
2*"™* ln±- One pesesge had a univsrssl theme (no specific 
knowledge of American history and culture was essential for oasaada 
compf^hension), while the other had an American culture-bound 
Jhamjs^Recall was measured using holistic scoring of the subjects' 

Non-native subjects were also administered a vocabulary test to 
waaeure language proficiency, a questionnaire on their educational 
background and length of U.S. residence, end Acton's Professed 
omerenc e in Attitude Questionnaire to determine perceived social 
<M»ftce between the subjects, their countrymen, and Americsns. 

i^ngs. The major finding was that bsckground knowledge had a 
sjnwcant effect on memory for expository prose; subjects who were 

T?.!?^"*?" •P" 1 *™ * ***** dW "'differ m 
their recall for text with a universal theme, but they did dtffer 

aionm^try,p<.05,inthek 

S S ^TS; N** 01 •cculturatior. factors tested wss found to 
be statistically significant 

Conclusions. Caution must be exercissd when ueing reeding recaM 
or readin g comprehension for placement or proficiency testing of 
Pjrsons in their second language. Scores may be signiflcantty 
JRsctod by passage theme since norvnativee do not share a wealth of 
background knowledge in common wrth test writers and first 
language testees. Thus, evaluation Instruments may be biased agalnat 
the non-native. 



THE DEVELOPMENT OF A READING TEXTBOOK WITH A 
TEACHER'S MANUAL FOR ENGLISH AS A SECOND 
LANGUAGE STUDENTS IN BASIC COLLEGE COURSES IN 
WW*TO R, CO Order No. DA8505457 

Gasqa, Matiloc. Eo.D. New York University, 1964. 423pp. 
Chairperson: Professor Harvey Nedler 

The purpose of this study is to develop a reading textbook with a 
teacher's manual for English ss a second language students in basic 
coSegs courses in Puerto Rico. The textbook incorporates the recent 
veaeerch on the reading process and considers the needs of these 



THe< organization of the textbook wee influenced by the 
P^chofnguistic theory of reading proposeo by Frsnk Smith who 
views reading aa an interaction activity between the reader and the 
•axt The reader arrives at meaning by selectively choosing 
Wormstion and then integrates ft with his knowledge. The exercieee 
are geered towards activities that induce the reader to use strategiee 
which are based on factors within himself or hersslfsnd not mereSyin 
vie teat 

TNstsxtbookhss ten chapters sach containing the envelopment 



strategies.* 1 Each chapter is bssed on topics that conform to the 
interests and experiences of the Puerto Rican population for which it 
was developed. 

The teacher's menusi contains an analysts of Frank Smith's theory 
of reading along with other viewpoints and practices that coincide 
with his theory. The teachers are provided with suggestions as to how 
Is incorporate that research in the reading class. This analysts wii 
a* jo serve to satisfy the need for reading teachers to understand what 
reeding ts: how it is learned and how it ts taught. By utilizing the 
guidelines in the teacher s manual, teachers should be able to use the 
textbook more effectively. 



AN INVESTIGATION OF THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN 
PRIOR KNOWLEDGE AND VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT 
UtING SEMANTIC MAPPING WITH CULTURALLY DIVERSE 
,TU0ENTS Order No. DA650M2B 

•UseoN, Jacoucuni C Ph.D. The University of Wisconsin - MeOson 
it* l»5pp. Supervisor Dale 0. Johnson 

This study examined the reoource* and processes used by 
cnadrsn of different cultural groupa as they engaged in vocabulary 
development & «al reeearchers have addressed the role of cultural 
wground in v«.«u* dimensions of reading comprehension. 
gyaM, findings suggsst that familiarity with the implicit background 
mwisdgs underlying a text facilitated text comprehension and 



The study was done with rural Native American, hner-city black, 
and auburban white sixth grade students. Subjects received semantic 
•napping vocabulary instruction *nd then were individually 
Wsrviewad to determine relationships between prior knowledge and 
vocabulary acquisition. 

Analyses ware done through interview procedures designed to 
•"•nine the relationships among cultural background, prior 
knowledge and the acquisition of new vocabulary. 

bm^m^SS^ indicated that: (1) The three 

did exhibit differences in vocabulary. (2) All groups strongly 
••ndsd to exploit their experiences; that is, first hand experiencee 
strongly influenced all lists. (3) All groups tended to associate new 
wwwrth direct experience words. (4) All groups more often 
jacaaed words correctly when they essociated them with words they 
nadgsnerstsd. (5) Ail groups evidenced chunking of words and 
networking among words and categoriee on their meps. 

The results provide evidence that students do exploit their unique 
•janences ss a means of dsveJopinc vocabulary. Thus, vocabulary 
injection should be effective if tear.ters encourage students to 
rotate new words to those known words unique to their experiences, 
andto use those known words es s bridge to help them learn new 



fpr rsscRng the 



EFFECTS OF PRIOR AURAL EXPOSURE ON THE ORAL 
READING PERFORMANCE AND COMPREHENSION OF 
MEXICAN AMERICAN MIGRANT CHILDREN 

OrdVNo. DA8S07507 
lEOp'p *"* VANOm, * °- MeM B- Sff Univvsity, 1964. 

W*™* 1 ****** Education Pro*™ 

two ratatad to Maxfean AnMrictn cultura and two ralatad to o*m~ 
CMWw^Fw thnteHy raialad paaaaga, iuUJil|?7j IL-li _ 



of toe portion of thopaaaaga to which the subject did not receive 
aural * xpoauro won enolyxod. Compreheneion woo a eso^ed by the 
quality miacuee *>d racall. Thsae data ware o ubio ci o d to multivariate 
analyaie of variance for repeated meaeurea. 

«nd/ng* Prior aural expioaure reeulted in aignfflcantiy fewet 
miocuee and high* comprehension, as meaaured by retelling, than 
*e spontaneous reading of peaaagee. Oral reading performance did 
not differ significantly on the typee of miecuea generated, graphic and 
phonemi c proximity, ayntactic and eementic acceptability, or 
correction of miecuea. With reapect to the effects of ethnically related 
content, miecuea generated while reeding ethnically related peaaagee 
more often preaerved the intended meaning of the text However, 
attempts to correct miecuea were more eucceaaful for ethnically 
unrelated content For compreheneion, recall was significantly higher 
for the portion of the ethnically related paaaages to which the subject 
did not receive aural exposure. Conversely, for the entire paaeage, 
racaft waa significantly greater for ethnically unrelated paaaages. An 
interaction effect indicated that prior a jral expoeure resulted in 
significantly higher compreheneion for ethnically unrelated passages. 



A THREE- YEAR LONGITUDINAL STUDY ON READING 
DEVELOPMENTAL PROCESSES AND BEHAVIOR OF A 
BILINGUAL CHILD Order No. DA8509241 

Womgla, Amchalee, P*.D. Texas Woman* University, 1984. 220pp. 
Chairman: RoseSpicola 

The purposes of this study were to investigate the reading 
developmental processes of a Two-year-old, Thai child who was 
immersed in an English-speaking school environment; to identify the 
child's behaviors indicating reading development occurred at home 
over a three-year period. 

The study was based on the developmental theory that literacy 
skJNe develop in the same natural way aa a spoken language if 
children are immersed in an environment of a printed language, as 
they are immersed in the s po ken lenguage. 

The subject. Pirn, wee the only chid in a family where read ing and 
writing were common activWee. To alow Pirn to loam to read naturally 
without pressure, the investigator who wee Pirn's mother "either 

attempted to give her any kind of instruction in reading unless Pirn 
awed, nor directly instructed her to do any kind of reading activity 
The only assistance the parents offered Pirn was to read to her and to 
anewer her questions about story pictures and content and other 
print in her environment. Pirn waa allowed to choose, actually, one 
book a day from all Thai and English children's books she possessed 
Then, one of her parents, mostly her mother read the story through 
one time to Pirn. When her mother read to Pirn, usually at bedtime the 
mother consistently pointed where she read 

PlrrVa reading skills gradually developed. At 4 yeara. 10 months of 
age, when Pirn confronted soma words she could not read she used 
one of the following strategies: (a) attempting to read by using her 
memory of text picture clues, and graphic clues; (b) skipping; or 
(c) substituting with words of similar semantics. 

^^•l^^^s^^^toBP'oendherchWren* 
boofca correctly. By this time. Ptm saw herself aa a reel reader and did 
not want the inveaH ga tor to point aa aha reed any mora!^ 
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